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I When cousins Riley Halfmoon and Maya

8 Dawn move to Urbanopolis to live with
their activist grandma, they get off to a

M rocky start. Just when they start to feel at
home, their school culture is threatened

B Speak Up!

by Rebecca Burgess

B JF G BURGESS,R.

Mia is just trying to navigate a world that
doesn't understand her true autistic self.
She’s always been able to express her

_ feelings through singing and songwriting-
| -as the hit performer Elle-Q!

4 Club Kick Out: Into the Ring
by Steph Mided
FGCLUBV.1
Six artistic misfits take matters into their
own hands when their principal cancels
-, all non-sports clubs at their school--by

L N creating a wrestling team with costumes,
= secretidentities, and catchphrases
e “abound!

r g Art Club
| by Rashad Doucet
JF G DOUCET,R.
Dale wants nothing more than to doodle,
play video games, and create comics
forever. He starts an after-school art club
- and gathers a team of creative students
. like himself to try and prove all the
naysayers-his stubborn vice principal in
particular-wrong.

- Sink or Swim
\ by Lee Durfey-Lavoie & Veronica Agrawal

- getting back in the water is suddenly not
as fun as it used to be. After weeks of
ignoring his friends, he isn’t sure how to
connect with them again in summer

C O camp.

Saving Sunshine

by Saadia Farugqi

| JF G FARUQL,S.

Zara and Zeeshan really can't stand each
other. During a family trip to Florida, their
parents sentence them to the worst
possible fate-- each other's company! But
) when the twins find an ailing turtle, it
presents a rare opportunity for

~ teamwork.

Graphic Novels

TUW L P B TR Mk A DaE G e e T

Invisible
by Christina Diaz Gonzalez

| JFGGONZALEZ,C.

Some people see them as all the
same... just five Spanish-speaking
kids. They meet someone who truly
needs their help, and they must decide
whether they are each willing to
expose their own secrets to do so.

Unhappy Camper

by Lily LaMotte & Ann Xu

JF G LAMOTTE,L.

Claire and Michelle used to be best
friends, but now the two sisters
couldn't be more different. Sensing a
rift between the two, their parents
decide to send them both off to
Taiwanese- American summer camp.

Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy

by Rey Terciero & Bre Indigo

JF G TERCIERO,R.

In this modern retelling of Little
Women, Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy are
having a really tough year: with their
father serving in the military overseas,
they must work overtime to make
ends meet...and each girl is struggling
in her own way.

Timid

by Jonathan Todd

JFGTODD,J.

Cecil is anxious about making friends
because he doesn't know where he'll
fit in. His older sister, Leah, thinks he
should befriend the other Black kids at
his new school, but Cecil isn't sure
how he'd go about doing that. The few
kids who are impressed by Cecil's art
aren't always nice to him.

Realistic
Fiction Books

Interested in something
that could really happen
to someone like you?
Try one of these books
we recommend for
4th-7th grade readers!

Old Bridge Public Library
Central Branch
10ld Bridge Plaza
(Route 516 & Cottrell Rd.)
(732) 607-7933 x5028
oldbridgelibrary.org
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James
Bird

Almost Flying

by Jake Maia Arlow

JF ARLOW,J.

Future stepsisters Dalia and Alexa
embark on a roadtrip. When Alexa
reveals that her girlfriend will be
joining, Dalia promises to keep her
secret, but realizes she may have one
of her own.

No Place Like Home

by James Bird

JF BIRD,J.

Opin, his brother Emjay, and their
mother live in a car and are trying to
get to Los Angeles where they hope an
uncle and a new life are waiting, but
even after finding a stray dog, Opin's
longing for a stable home intensifies.

Simon Sort of Says

by Erin Bow

JF BOW,E.

Two years after an infamous event,
Simon and his family move to the only
place in America where the internet is
banned. Instead of talking about
Simon, the astronomers who flock to
the area are busy listening for signs of
life in space.

Falling Short
by Ernesto Cisneros
JF CISNEROS,E.

| Best friends Isaac and Marco--one

athletically gifted and one
academically gifted--have morein

-1 common than they realize when their

goals intersect, forcing them to find a
way to support each other.

Will on the Inside

by Andrew Eliopulos

JF ELIOPULOS,A.

After dedicated soccer player Will is
sidelined from the season--and his
friend group--due to complications
from his newly diagnosed Crohn's
disease, he finds himself figuring out
who he really is on the inside.

Samira’s Worst Best Summer

by Nina Hamza

JF HAMZA,N.

Samira finds her summer full of clue-
finding hunts, garage band practices
and getting to know her neighbors like
never before, but when her ex-best
friend attempts to steal new girl Alice
away, she must stand up for her new

pal.

American as Paneer Pie

by Supriya Kelkar

JF KELKAR,S.

When a racist incident rocks her small
town, Lekha must decide whether to
speak up or stay silent, even as she
struggles to navigate her life at home,
where she can be herself, and at school,

by Hena Khan

; JF KHAN,H.

:,1‘ When aspiring artist Deena's anxiety
reaches a breaking point, both she and
her mother learn the importance of
asking for help, and that, with the right
support, she can create something
truly beautiful.

Stand Up, Yumi Chung!

by Jessica Kim

JFKIM,J.

Eleven-year-old Yumiis enrolled in test-
prep tutoring to qualify for a private
school scholarship, which will help in a
time of hardship at her family’s
restaurant. When she stumbles into a
kids' comedy camp after class she is
mistaken for another student, so she
decides to play the part.

¥l Good Different

4l by Meg Eden Kuyatt

=8 JF KUYATT,M.

Seventh-grader Selah Godfrey knows
that to be "normal" she has to keep her
feelings tightly controlled when people
are around, but after hitting a fellow
student, she needs to figure out just
what makes her different--and why that
is ok.

The Miscalculations of Lightning
Girl

by Stacy McAnulty

J FIC MCANULTY

A lightning strike made Lucy, twelve, a
| math genius. After years of

~ homeschooling, her grandmother
enrolls her in middle school and she
learns that life is more than numbers.

Winnie Nash is Not Your Sunshine

by Nicole Melleby

JF MELLEBY,N.

Winnie Nash, who has been keeping her
sexual orientation a secret, spends the
summer with her grandma in New
Jersey as she struggles with her family's
expectations while yearning to embrace

1 her true self and attend the Pride

Parade in New York City.
Keeping Pace
by Laurie Morrison

- JF MORRISON,L.

Determined to regain her sense of

, accomplishment after losing her top-

class ranking to Jonah, Grace decides to
compete against him in a Labor Day half-
marathon, but as they train together, she
learns valuable lessons about what truly
matters.

Asking for a Friend
by Ronnie Riley
JF RILEY,R.

= Eden, a nonbinary kid with social anxiety,

has their mother announce she is
throwing a birthday party and inviting all
their friends. They are thrown into a
panic--because while Eden's three

| "friends" are all real kids at school they
~ have almost never actually spoken.

5 The Labors of Hercules Beal

by Gary D. Schmidt

JF SCHMIDT,G.

Hercules Beal has to figure out how to
fulfill his teacher's assignment of
performing the Twelve Labors of
Hercules in real life, and discovers
important things about himself along
the way.

Fast Pitch

by Nic Stone

JF STONE,N.

Shenice Lockwood, captain of the Fulton
Firebirds, is hyper-focused when she
steps up to the plate. Nothing can stop
her from leading her team to the U12
fast-pitch softball regional
championship. But life has thrown some
curveballs her way...

| Finally Seen

by Kelly Yang

JF YANG,K.

When ten-year-old Lina Gao steps off
the plane in Los Angeles, it's her first

4 time in America and the first time

seeing her parents and her little sister
in five years! But it's not exactly like in
the postcards...



