
Level 4: Green Books
High vocabulary with many
new words
Wordplay/fun with language
Less repetition and picture
clues
45+ words per page,
generally 45 or more pages

Level 2: Yellow Books
Easy-to-follow plots
Basic sentences
Lots of repetition and visual
clues
15 - 25 words per page

Level 3: Orange Books
More advanced vocabulary
Varied sentence structure
More complex plots
25 - 45 words per page

Standout books for first
grade readers: series of

leveled readers &
chapter books we love!

Can’t find a book on the list
or want to know more? Ask

at the desk for help! 

Old Bridge Public Library
Central Branch

1 Old Bridge Plaza
(Route 516 & Cottrell Rd.)

(732) 607-7933 x5028
oldbridgelibrary.org

First Grade
Reads

Chapter
Books

How do we level
our books?

The Bad Guys
by Aaron Blabey
CHAPTER BLABEY,A.
The Bad Guys, Mr. Wolf, Mr. Shark, Mr.
Snake, and Mr. Piranha, want to be
heroes, and they decide that the way
to do it is free the 200 dogs in the city
dog pound--but their plan soon goes
awry.

The Chicken Squad
by Doreen Cronin
CHAPTER CRONIN,D.
When the squirrel Tail comes barreling
into the chicken coop ranting about a
round, shiny, green, big, scary thing in
the yard, Dirt, Sweetie, Poppy, and
Sugar investigate this strange object.

Dory Fantasmagory
by Abby Hanlon
CHAPTER HANLON,A.
As the youngest in her family, Dory
more than anything wants her brother
and sister to play with her. But she's
too much of a baby for them, so she's
left to her own devices—including her
wild imagination and untiring energy.

Owl Diaries: Eva’s Treetop Festival
by Rebecca Elliott
CHAPTER ELLIOTT,R.
Eva Wingdale gets in over her head
when she offers to organize a spring
festival at school. Even with her best
friend Lucy's help, there is NO way she
will get everything done in time. Will
the festival be cancelled?

Henry Heckelbeck Never Cheats
by Wanda Coven
CHAPTER COVEN,W.
Henry really wants to be the teams
goalie this year, but there’s a new star
player on the team, Max Maplethorpe.
Is magic the answer to being the MVP
on the soccer field, or would using his
Book of Spells be cheating?



Level 2: Yellow
For kids just starting to read on

their own!

Level 3: Orange
For kids who can read familiar

words and sound out new ones with
help!

Level 4: Green
For kids who can read simple
sentences confidently and are

almost ready for chapter books!
Too Many Jacks: A Jack Book
by Mac Barnett & Greg Pizzoli
E BARNETT,M.
Jack is gifted a lab kit and he is
determined to make another Jack, but
when he is successful he realizes that
he might have made one Jack too
many.

See the Cat: Three Stories About a
Dog
by David LaRochelle
E LAROCHELLE,D.
See Max. Max is not a cat, Max is a dog.
But much to Max's dismay, the book
keeps instructing readers to "see the
cat." How can Max get through to the
book that he is a DOG?

Ty’s Travels: Lab Magic
by Kelly Starling Lyons
E LYONS,K.
Ty and Corey love to visit the museum.
When they step through the doors,
they become scientists. When Ty can't
participate in a lab activity because of
his age, he uses his big imagination at
home.

Ballet Cat: What’s Your Favorite
Favorite?
by Bob Shea
E SHEA,B.
Ballet Cat and her cousin, Goat, try to
outdo one another while putting on a
big show for their grandmother.

My Toothbrush is Missing
by Jan Thomas
E THOMAS,J.
When his toothbrush goes missing,
Dog's friends help him look for it and
find other things along the way.

Pass the Ball, Mo!
by David A. Adler
E ADLER,D.
With the big game coming up, Mo
Jackson, the shortest member of the
basketball team, is determined to
learn how to pass the ball in time to
help his team win.

Thunder and Cluck: Smart vs.
Strong
by Jill Esbaum
E ESBAUM,J.
Thunder is strong. Cluck is smart.
Thunder is stuck in quicksand! Can
Cluck think of a way to help him get
out?

Flat Stanley and the Lost Treasure
by Lori Haskins Houran
E FLAT STANLEY
While on an underwater adventure
seeking sunken treasure, Flat Stanley
finds a dolphin trapped in a net.

Fox + Chick: Up and Down 
by Sergio Ruzzier
E RUZZIER,S.
In three brief episodes about two
unlikely friends, Fox talks Chick down
from the tree he's climbed, the two go
sledding (once they have enough
snowflakes), and Chick builds a
bookcase.

Max and Zoe: The Very Best Art
Project
by Shelley Swanson Sateren
E SATEREN,S.
When Zoe has trouble drawing a self-
portrait for the second grade art
project, she turns to her friend Max for
help.

Cornbread & Poppy
by Matthew Cordell
E CORDELL,M.
Cautious Cornbread and carefree
Poppy are best friends, so when Poppy
fails to prepare for winter, Cornbread
ventures up Holler Mountain with her
to help her find food.

Bink & Gollie
by Kate DiCamillo & Alison McGhee
E DICAMILLO,K.
Two roller-skating best friends--one
tiny, one tall--share three comical
adventures involving outrageously
bright socks, an impromptu trek to the
Andes, and a most unlikely marvelous
companion.

Meet Yasmin!
by Saadia Faruqi
E FARUQI,S.
In four adventures, Pakistani American
second grader Yasmin learns to cope
with the small problems of school and
home, while gaining confidence in her
own skills and creative abilities.

Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same!
by Grace Lin
E LIN,G.
Ling and Ting are identical twin sisters
and best friends that people think are
exactly the same, but time and again
they prove to be different.

Houndsley and Catina Through the
Seasons
by James Howe
E HOWE,J.
In four seasonal stories, best buds
Houndsley and Catina watch fireflies,
canoe through the water, cheer each
other up, and savor the first snow of
winter.


