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*Starred titles are part of a 

series; other books in that 

series will also be  

appropriate for this grade. 

For further suggestions tailored to your  

interests, search the Novelist K-8 database or 

ask a librarian!   

amnesia has provided and restart his life?  
 
Jake the Fake Keeps It Real* 

JF ROBINSON, C. 
Having faked his way into the Music and Art 
Academy, a performing arts school for gifted 
students where his talented older sister rules, 
sixth-grader Jake, a jokester who can barely 
play an instrument, has to think of something 
quick before the last laugh is on him.  
 
The Bad Beginning (A Series of Unfortunate 
Events)* 

JF SNICKET, L. 
After the sudden death of their parents, the 
three Baudelaire children must depend on 
each other and their wits when their new 
guardian is determined to use any means 
necessary to get their fortune.  
 
Just Like Jackie 

JF STODDARD, L. 
Fifth grader Robbie is determined to stay out 
of trouble so that she does not worry her 
grandfather whose memory is failing and to 
make sure that she and her grandfather stay 
together as he is the only family she has left.  
 
The Dragonet Prophecy (Wings of Fire)* 

JF SUTHERLAND, T. 
Determined to end a generations-long war 
among the seven dragon tribes, a secret 
movement called the Talons of Peace draws 
on a prophecy that calls for a great sacrifice, 
compelling five appointed dragonets to fulfill 
a painful destiny against their will.  
 

Graphic Novels 
 
Making Friends* 

JF G GUDSNUK 
When she and her friends are placed in  
separate classes and begin liking different 
things, Dany inherits a magic sketchbook and 
uses it to create a perfect best friend, but this 

best friend soon becomes far from perfect.  
 
Sunny Side Up 

JF G HOLM, J. 
Sunny Lewin is sent to her grandfather’s home 
in Florida for the summer, where she befriends 
Buzz, a boy completely obsessed with comic 
books, and faces the secret behind why she is 
in Florida in the first place.  
 
New Kid 

JF G NEW KID 
After his parents send him to a prestigious  
private school known for its academics,  
Jordan finds himself torn between two worlds.  
 

Nonfiction 
 

Tornado Terror (I Survived True Stories)* 
JF TARSHIS, L. 

Provides information about infamous  
tornadoes that have caused major destruction, 
including the Tri-State Tornado in 1925 and 
the Joplin Tornado in 2011, and presents  
personal accounts of these events.  
 
It’s Alive! (Two Truths and a Lie)* 

J 508 PAQ 
Blends strange but true facts about the natural 
world with a handful of fictional accounts,  
challenging readers to discover which two out 
of every three stories are true.  
 
A Girl Named Misty* 

JB COPELAND, M. 
Misty Copeland became the first African-
American Female Principal Dancer for the 
American Ballet Theatre, but how did she get 
there? 
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Picture Books 
 

Thank You, Mr. Falker 
P POLACCO, P. 

Trisha loves school, but her difficulty learning 
to read makes her feel dumb until her new 
fifth-grade teacher helps her to understand 
and overcome her problem.  
              

Chapter Books 
 
A Whole New Ballgame (Rip and Red)* 

JF BILDNER, P. 
Red and Rip are best friends whose fifth-
grade year is nothing like what they expected. 
But together this great duo knows how to help 
each other--and find ways to make a  
difference--in the classroom and on the court.  
 
The War That Saved My Life* 

JF BRADLEY, K. 
A young girl and her brother are evacuated 
from London to the countryside during World 
War II, where they find life away from their 
abusive mother to be much better.  
 
The Wild Robot 

JF BROWN, P. 
Roz the robot discovers she is alone on a  
remote, wild island with no memory of where 
she is from or why she is there; her only hope 
of survival is to try to learn from the island's 
hostile inhabitants.  
 
The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora 

JF CARTAYA, P.  
When his family's restaurant and Cuban-
American neighborhood in Miami are under 
threat by a greedy land developer, Arturo is 
determined to fight back. 
 
The Pants Project 

JF CLARKE, C. 
Eleven-year-old Liv fights to change the junior 
high dress code requiring girls to wear a skirt 
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and, along the way, finds the courage to tell his 
moms he is meant to be a boy.  
 
The Losers Club 

JF CLEMENTS, A. 
Alec starts a book club and discovers that real 
life, although messy, can be as exciting as the 
stories in his favorite books.  
 
The Many Reflections of Miss Jane Deming 

JF COATS, J. 
Jane is excited to be part of an expedition to 
bring orphans and Civil War widows to frontier 
Washington Territory, but life out west isn't at all 
what she expected. 
 
The Wishing Spell (The Land of Stories)* 

JF COLFER, C. 
Through the mysterious powers of a cherished 
book of stories, twins Alex and Conner leave 
their world behind and find themselves in a land 
full of wonder and magic where they come face-
to-face with fairy tale characters. 
 
The Wizards of Once* 

JF COWELL, C. 
Young wizard prince Xar, who has no magic, 
and warrior princess Wish, an outcast, team up 
on an adventure that brings them to witches long 
believed to be extinct.  
 
Superstar 

JF DAVIS, M. 
Lester's first days as a fifth grader at are not like 
he thought they would be -- the cafeteria is too 
loud for Lester's ears, there are too many kids, 
and then there's the bully. But then Lester hears 
about the science fair, which really excites him!  
 
Halfway Normal 

JF DEE, B. 
Twelve-year-old cancer survivor Norah struggles 
to fit in at her middle school after two years of 
medical treatment, but she finds her voice with 
the help of new friend Griffin, who shares her 
love of mythology.  

Tuesdays at the Castle (Castle Glower)* 
JF GEORGE, J. 

When the king and queen are ambushed while 
travelling, it is up to 11-year-old Princess Celie, 
with her secret knowledge of Castle Glower’s 
never-ending twists and turns, to protect their 
home and save their kingdom.  
 
George 

JF GINO, A. 
Knowing herself to be a girl despite her  
outwardly male appearance, George is denied 
a female role in the class play before teaming 
up with a friend to reveal her true self.  
 
The Parker Inheritance 

JF JOHNSON, V.  
When 12-year-old Candice Miller finds a letter 
that sent her grandmother on the treasure hunt, 
she finds herself caught up in the mystery and 
sets out to find a inheritance, exonerate her 
grandmother, and expose an injustice once 
committed against an African American family.  
 
The Phantom Tollbooth 

JF JUSTER, N. 
Milo takes a trip through the Phantom Tollbooth 
to the Lands Beyond where he meets an  
enchanting cast of characters that teaches him 
the importance of words, numbers, ideas,  
creativity, and enthusiasm for life.  
 
Amina’s Voice 

JF KHAN, H. 
A Pakistani-American Muslim girl struggles to 
stay true to her family's vibrant culture while 
simultaneously blending in at school after  
tragedy strikes her community. 
 
Restart  

JF KORMAN, G. 
After falling off a roof, Chase doesn’t remember 
anything about himself. When he gets back to 
middle school and learns who he was through 
the reactions of the other kids, he’s not sure he 
likes that Chase. Can he take the opportunity 


