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The Red Pyramid*    

YA Riordan, Rick 

Dr. Julius Kane accidentally  

unleashes the Egyptian god Set, who 

banishes him to oblivion and forces 

his two children to embark on a  

dangerous journey to save him.     

                                    Grades 4-9 

 
Jack Jones and the Pirate Curse     

     JF Rossell, Judith 

Jack learns that, as the descendant of 

the Blackstrap Morgan, he will inherit 

the Pirate Curse and is fated to spend 

his life running from a vengeful band 

of pirates — unless he finds a way to 

outsmart them.                   Grades 3-6 

 
Holes          JF Sachar, Louis 

As evidence of his family's bad  

fortune. Stanley Yelnats is sent to a 

hellish correctional camp in the Texas 

desert where he finds his first real 

friend, a treasure, and a new sense of 

himself.                              Grades 5-8 

 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret     

JF Selznick, Brian 

When Hugo, an orphan living and  

repairing clocks within the walls of a 

Paris train station in 1931, meets a  

mysterious toy-seller and his  

goddaughter, his undercover life and 

his biggest secret are jeopardized.     

                      Grades 4-9 

 

 

 

Ice Island             JF Shahan, Sherry 

13-year-old Tatum's dream of  

competing in the grueling Iditerod 

Trail Sled Dog Race may be at an end 

when she becomes lost in a freak 

snowstorm during a training run.      

        Grades 4-7 

 
Treasure Island              

JF Stevenson, Robert Louis,  

F Stevenson 

While going through the possessions 

of a deceased guest, the mistress of 

the inn and her son find a treasure 

map that leads them to a pirate's  

fortune.                              Grades 5-9 

 
Leepike Ridge           JF Wilson, N.D. 

While his mother searches for him, 

Tom, presumed dead after drifting 

away down a river, finds himself 

trapped in a series of underground 

caves with another survivor and a 

dog, and pursued by murderous  

treasure hunters.                 Grades 4-8 

 
The Mysterious Howling*        

   YA Wood, Maryrose 

Miss Penelope Lumley is hired as  

governess to three young children 

who have been raised by wolves and 

must teach them to behave in a  

civilized manner quickly, in  

preparation for a Christmas ball.      

                  Grades 5-8 



Ellie McDoodle: Have  Pen, Will 

Travel* 

JF Barshaw, Ruth McNally  

11-year-old Ellie McDoodle 

illustrates her sketchbook with chron-

icles of her mishaps and adventures 

while camping with her cousins, aunt, 

and uncle.                    Grades 3-6 
 

The Incredible Journey         

JF Burnford, Sheila  

A Siamese cat, an old bull terrier, and 

a young Labrador retriever travel  

together 250 miles through the  

Canadian wilderness to find their 

family.                    Grades 5-8 
 

A Week in the Woods     

JF Clements, Andrew 

The fifth grade's annual camping trip 

in the woods tests Mark's survival 

skills and his ability to relate to a 

teacher who seems out to get him.     

                     Grades 4-6 
    

The Wanderer     JF Creech, Sharon 

On the way to visit their grandfather,  

Sophie and her cousin Cody record 

their transatlantic crossing aboard 

"The Wanderer," a  sailboat which is 

en-route to England.          Grades 5-9 

 

Robinson Crusoe           

           JF Defoe, Daniel, F (LP F)  

During one of his voyages in the 

1600's, an Englishman becomes the 

sole survivor of a shipwreck and lives 

for nearly thirty years on a deserted 

island.                                Grades 5-9 

MVP*: *Magellan Voyage Project   

    JF Evans, Douglas 

Adam Story is challenged by the  

deposed ruler of Babababad and his 

mongoose companion to become the 

first kid to travel around the world in 

forty days without an adult.  Grades 4-6 
 

The Whipping Boy   

JF Fleischman, Sid 

A bratty prince and his "whipping boy" 

have many adventures when they  

inadvertently trade places after  

becoming involved with dangerous  

outlaws.                             Grades 5-7 
 

My Side of the Mountain   

                JF George, Jean Craighead 

A young boy relates his adventures  

during the year he spends living alone 

in the Catskill Mountains.     Grades 3-6 
 

The Adventures of Beanboy 

JF Harkrader, Lisa 

Wheaton, Kanas 7th-grader Tucker 

MacBean loves comic books, so when 

his favorite comic has a contest to  

create a sidekick, he is hopeful that he 

can win, thereby fixing his struggling 

family.                                  Grades 4-7 
 

Shipwreck*        JF Korman, Gordon 

Six kids find themselves on a small 

boat and have to learn to work together 

to survive a vicious storm and a  

shipwreck that leave them stranded in 

the middle of the ocean with no food, 

no water, and almost no hope for sur-

vival.                                     Grades 5-7 

Akimbo and the Elephants* 

JF McCall Smith, Alexander 

On the African game preserve where 

his father works, Akimbo devises a  

dangerous plan to capture a ring of  

elephant poachers.              Grades 2-3 

 
The Island of the Blue Dolphins            

JF O’Dell, Scott 

Left alone on an isolated island off 

the coast of California, a young  

Native American girl spends eighteen 

years, not only surviving through her 

enormous courage and self-reliance, 

but also finding a measure of  

happiness in her solitary life.          

               Grades 5-8 

 
Nim’s Island               JF Orr, Wendy 

Nim loves her island home and the  

animals she shares it with even while 

her scientist father is away doing  

research, but trouble is on the way 

and a new e-mail friend could be the 

only one who can help.      Grades 2-5 

 
Hatchet            YA Paulsen, Gary 

After a plane crash, Brian spends 54 

days in the wilderness, not only  

learning to survive with only the aid 

of a hatchet given him by his mother 

but also his parents' divorce.            

          Grades 5-9 

 

 

 

 

 


