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The Cricket in Times Square*       

Animal Adventure           JF Selden, George 

Chester the cricket and his friends help bring 

success to a Times Square newsstand. 
 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret: A Novel in  

     Words and  Pictures              

Adventure Mystery         JF Selznick, Brian 

When an orphan living and repairing clocks 

within the walls of a train station meets a 

mysterious toy seller’s nd his goddaughter, 

his undercover life and biggest secret are 

jeopardized. 
 

The Bad Beginning: A Series of  

     Unfortunate Events*                                        

Humorous/Adventure   JF Snicket, Lemony 

Three children must depend on each other 

and their wits to thwart the distant  relative 

pursuing their fortune. 
 

Wizard at Work        

Fantasy/Humor       JF Vande Velde, Vivian 

A young wizard looks forward to a quiet 

summer but instead is drawn into adventures 

with princesses, unicorns, and ghosts. 
 

The Boxcar Children*                   

Mystery   JF Warner,  Gertrude Chandler 

The Alden family children make an  

abandoned boxcar their home and rely inde-

pendence and ability to "make do."  
 

Charlotte's Web                 

Animal/Adventure             JF White, E.B. 

Wilbur the pig is desolate when he discovers 

that he is destined to be Christmas dinner. 

His spider friend, Charlotte, decides to help 

him. 

Picture 

Pippi Longstocking*                

Humorous                      F Lindgren, Astrid 

The escapades of a little girl who lives with a 

horse and a monkey--but without any  

parents. 
 

Ella Enchanted                    

Fantasy         JF Levine, Gail Carson 

Ella struggles against a childhood curse that 

forces her to obey orders. 
 

The Magician's Nephew* 

Fantasy                             JF Lewis, C.S. 

When Digory and Polly try to return a wick-

ed witch to her own world, the magic gets 

mixed up and they all land in Narnia.  
 

Shiloh*       

Realistic Fiction   

             JF Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds  

When Marty finds a lost beagle, he tries to 

hide the dog from both his family and the 

dog's mean-spirited owner. 
 

Midnight for Charlie Bone*     

Fantasy                             JF Nimmo, Jenny  

Charlie's life undergoes a dramatic change 

when he discovers that he can hear people in  

photographs talking. 
 

Rowan of Rin*      

Fantasy                     JF Rodda, Emily 

Because only he can read the magical map, 

young, timid Rowan joins other villagers on 

a mountain climb to try and restore the  

village water supply. Fears of a dragon and 

other horrors threaten to drive them back. 
 

Sideways Stories from Wayside School*    

Humorous                 JF Sachar, Louis 

Humorous episodes from the classroom on 

the 13th floor of Wayside School, which was  

accidentally built sideways with one  

classroom on each story. 



Golden and Grey: An Unremarkable Boy  

     and a Rather Remarkable Ghost*                      

Supernatural                     JF Arnold, Louise  

When a downhearted ghost becomes friends 

with an 11-year-old outcast, the two help 

each other find a place in their respective 

worlds. 
 

Poppy*                 

Animal Adventure                               JF Avi 

A deer mouse urges her family to move next 

to a field of corn big enough to feed them all 

forever. Mr. Ocax, a terrifying owl, has other 

ideas. 
 

The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four  

    Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very  

     Interesting  Boy*   

Realistic Fiction    JF Birdsall, Jeanne 

While vacationing with their widowed father 

in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable  

sisters share adventures with a local boy, 

much to the dismay of his snobbish mother. 
 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing*              

Humorous                         JF Blume, Judy 

Peter finds his demanding 2-year-old brother 

an ever-increasing problem. 
 

Dear Mr. Henshaw      

Realistic Fiction              JF Cleary, Beverly  

In letters to his favorite author, Leigh reveals 

problems in coping with his parents' divorce,  

being the new boy in school, and finding his 

place in the world. 
 

Frindle                 

Humorous/Realistic Fiction 

                                   JF Clements, Andrew 

When clever Nick Allen decides to turn his 

teacher's love of the dictionary around on 

her, he invents a new word and begins a 

chain of events that quickly moves beyond 

his control. 

Gregor the Overlander*                 

Fantasy                          JF Collins, Suzanne 

When 11-year-old Gregor and his 2-year-old 

sister are pulled into a strange underground 

world, they trigger an epic battle involving 

men, bats, rats, cockroaches, and spiders. 

 

The BFG              

Humorous Fantasy                JF Dahl, Roald 

Snatched from her orphanage by a BFG (Big 

Friendly Giant), Sophie concocts a plan to 

save the world from other giants. 

 

Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a  

     Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup, and a  

     Spool of Thread 

Animal Adventure    JF DiCamillo, Kate 

The adventures of a small mouse of unusual  

talents, the princess that he loves, the servant 

girl who longs to be a princess, and a  

devious rat determined to ruin them all. 

 

The Field Guide: Spiderwick Chronicles*    

Fantasy  

             JF Black, Holly & Tony DiTerlizzi 

When the Grace children stay at Great Aunt 

Lucinda's worn Victorian house, they  

discover a fascinating field guide and begin 

to have some unusual experiences. 

 

The Great Brain*             

Humorous                 JF Fitzgerald, John D. 

The exploits of the Great Brain of Adenville, 

Utah are described by his brother, a frequent  

victim of the Great Brain's schemes. 

 

Pictures of Hollis Woods     

Realistic Fiction       JF Giff, Patricia Reilly 

An artistic foster child who has bounced 

from place to place seeks a home and recalls 

the tragedy of the previous summer. 

Dinotopia: A Land Apart from Time*              

Fantasy                           JF Gurney, James A 

Professor and his son find themselves 

washed up on a strange island where people 

and dinosaurs live together peacefully. 
 

Running Out of Time                    

Mystery      JF Haddix, Margaret Peterson 

When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 

village, Jessie discovers it is actually a 1995 

tourist site under observation by scientists. 
 

Wait Till Helen Comes             

Supernatural         JF Hahn, Mary Downing 

Molly and Michael dislike their spooky new  

stepsister but try to save her when she seems 

ready to follow a ghost to her doom. 
 

The Phantom Tollbooth         

Fantasy                      JF Juster, Norton 

Milo cures his boredom with a journey on 

which he learns the importance of words and 

numbers. 
 

From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E.  

     Frankweiler                     

Mystery                        JF Konigsburg, E.L. 

Claudia and her younger brother sneak off to 

the Metropolitan Museum of Art, right into a 

mystery that makes headlines! 
 

The Forging of the Blade*  

Fantasy Adventure           JF LaFevers, R.L. 

Kenric leaves the village of Penrith to look 

for his father and discovers that evil Lord 

Mordig is plotting to take over the kingdom. 
 

Love, Aubrey        

Realistic Fiction          JF LaFleur, Suzanne 

Living with her Gram in Vermont, Aubrey 

writes letters as a way of dealing with losing 

her father and sister in a car accident, and 

then being abandoned by her grief-stricken 

mother. 


